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Objectives
The objectives of the Small & Medium Enterprises for Labour
or SME 4 Labour are to support and promote the values and
principles of the Labour Party in order to engage the small &
medium enterprise businesses community in Britain.

In pursuing these aims, the Group shall:
• Promote the values and principles of the Labour Party to the small & medium
enterprise businesses community in Britain
• Ensure the Labour Party, at all levels, are made aware of the strengths,
contributions and needs of the small & medium enterprise businesses
community in Britain in order to engage and promote the profile of the small &
medium enterprise businesses community in Britain
• Engage the small & medium enterprise businesses community in actively
participating in the political and democratic processes and structures of
the Labour Party at the local, regional, national and European levels by the
encouragement of membership and support of the Labour Party
• Forge international links with similar organisations in Europe and elsewhere in
order to enhance the work of Small & Medium Enterprises for Labour
• Encourage more small & medium enterprise business people to become
Labour Party political representatives at the local, regional, national and
European levels
• To encourage more small & medium enterprise business people to take an
active part in political and public life and to bring the values of the Labour Party
into this work and service
• To ensure that all activities we carry out offers the equality of opportunity to all
sections of the small & medium enterprise businesses community, in particular
women, people with disabilities and those sections within our small & medium
enterprise businesses communities who face particular disadvantages and
exclusion.
SME4Labour

3

Support
Messages

Ibrahim Dogus

Chair of SME4Labour

“Firstly, thank you for taking your
time to have a look at what we do.
We began the SME4Labour group
because we firmly believe that
small businesses play a crucial part
in British society and have a lot to
contribute to progressive politics.
I am a small business owner and
at the same time a proud Labour
Party member. Despite what some
people think, these two things go
hand in hand.
I began my working life as a waiter.
Over time, I worked my way up to
become a manager and in 2003,
I set up my own restaurant. I
now run five restaurants across
London and employ 60 people.
There seems to be an idea that the
Labour Party is anti-business. In my
opinion this could not be further
from the truth. The Labour Party
deeply values the role that small
businesses play in communities,
I believe small businesses and
communities are intrinsically
linked. Small businesses are the
life blood of our communities, as
most businesses create jobs and
reinvest in their communities. I
have personally borne witness
to how much Labour MPs place
value in the businesses in their
constituencies. However, we can’t
say the same about the party in
power. This party is one that sides
with the bigger businesses and who
typically neglect communities.
Labour speaks up for people who
don’t have a voice, So we’re are
going to take it upon ourselves to
speak up for the companies that
don’t have big marketing budgets,
that don’t put their money in tax
havens, that don’t off-shore jobs
and that don’t believe in zerohour contracts. We will support
businesses that believe in Labour
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values. So we need to get away
from this anti-business view and
start saying, as a party, how much
we need SMEs, because we as
SMEs, need Labour. We are living
under a government that does not
respect small businesses or the
working people. The Labour Party
is the party of workers, people
who are up at the crack of dawn
to see through a hard day’s work.
The previous Labour Government
was a friend to small businesses; I
strongly believe it is time we had a
party like that in No. 10 once again.
Small firms account for 99.3 per
cent of all private sector businesses
in the UK. They provide nearly half
of all private sector jobs and a third
of the private sector’s turnover.
Small and medium sized businesses
employed 15.6 million people and
had a combined turnover of £1.8
trillion last year. No political party
which is serious about forming the
next government can ignore small
businesses.
At SME4Labour we will be
supporting the Labour Party, and
supporting those small businesses,
entrepreneurs and the selfemployed who contribute so much
to their communities and who
find themselves, far too often, in
precarious situations. Whether that
is because of complex tax systems
and regulations, or competition
from large businesses who can get
away with breaking the rules, small
businesses need our help.
So, please, let us come together
and invest in our communities,
our innovators and our future
prosperity.
Thank you.”
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“The formation of this group
within the Labour Party is a very
important step and I look forward
to working with you. SME 4 Labour
is an important way in which we
can ensure good employment
practices and growth in the small

and medium business sector. I am
grateful to SME 4 Labour and the
efforts it makes to engage and to
co-operate with small businesses,
and wish it all the best for the
future.”

“SME 4 Labour is a vital component
of the conversation that the Labour
Party will have with voters between
now and the 2020 election. More
than five million small and medium
enterprises in Britain employ over
15 million people, and are the

productive frontier of our future
economy. Clear, strong and close
relations between our party’s policy
makers and SMEs are critical, and
SME 4 Labour is playing a strong
and innovative role in providing that
platform.”

Rt Hon Jeremy Corbyn

Leader of the Labour Party and
MP for Islington North

Tom Watson

Deputy Leader of the Labour Party
and MP for West Bromwich East

SME4Labour
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– Amstrad; Virgin; Innocent; Ella’s
Kitchen – began life as a small
business.

Sonny Leong

Co-chair of SME4Labour

“SMEs are the source of a lot of
people’s reliable livelihoods but
also the dominant driver for growth
and creativity in our economy.
Every national business success

Yet start-ups face a huge amount
of challenges. For instance 7 out
of 10 don’t make it through their
third year due to lack of working
capital, business planning and
entrepreneurial skills. This is an
area where an active government
can use its convening power to give
support to ensure that startups can
fulfil their potential.
An issue Tom Watson addressed
very effectively was how we support
microbusiness – those that consist
of less than 10 people. They can
be a source of great innovation

and creativity, but can also be a
very insecure experience as you
fight to make a big enough impact
to pay the rent or try to save for a
mortgage. There is a lot Labour can
do to support micro-businesses like
this to make their task a little easier.
The Labour values of partnership,
of internationalism and of the
concept of a common endeavour
are very much of benefit to
business and to working people of
all backgrounds who want make the
most of their talents and potential.
That, for me, is what Labour is all
about – bringing each of us a life
of success, by building a successful
society, together.”

way ahead. Labour does shine a
light for SMEs and SME4Labour will
continue to work closely with the
Party to ensure that the challenges
we all face are not only quickly
identified but are also resolved with
practical solutions.

Martin Howe

SME 4 Labour Executive
Committee Member

“In the brave new world where
we face a soft or hard Brexit,
where the US President elect is
unpredictable and where future
trading markets are unclear, there
is a critical need for SMEs to have
a strong voice in the thinking and
policies of the Labour Party.
Businesses are rocked by the
scourge of uncertainty and
are seriously hampered by a
disorganised government that has
taken a leap in the dark with no
plan and no torch to show us the
6
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We will campaign for fair financial
deals for SMEs, for safe working
conditions and for fair rights for
workers. The recent exposure
of sharp bank practices putting
their own commercial interests
before the interests of us as SME
customers is a scandal. We will
campaign for full and proper
compensation for businesses
damaged by unacceptable banking
practices that have loaded SMEs
with unfair excessive charges
and inappropriate impenetrable
financial products that have tipped
many good businesses over the
edge with enormous consequential
losses.
SME4Labour will not stand idly by
whilst City slickers continue to grow
fat on the suffering of SMEs. We will
hold all in authority to account.”

John McDonnell

MP Shadow Chancellor

“SME 4 Labour provides the Labour
Party with a direct link to many
small and medium enterprises,
helping us to develop the policies
needed to support this key sector
of our economy.
Thanks to the work of SME 4 Labour
our party has a full appreciation of
the immense contribution SMEs
make to our economy and the role
they could play in rebuilding and
transforming our economy under a
Labour Government.”
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“Small and medium-sized
enterprises play a vital role in our
economy. As Labour set’s out our
policy platform ahead of the next
election we will make sure small
and medium-sized enterprises,
micro businesses, start-ups and

the self-employed are at the heart
of our economy and business
policies. SMEs represent enterprise,
innovation and localism- values that
are at the core of the Labour Party
- and as such I’m delighted to offer
support to SME 4 Labour.”

“Small and Medium Enterprises are
critically important for the strength
and development of the British
economy, and I am delighted to give
my support to SME 4 Labour as a
crucial bridge between business
communities and the Labour
Party. SMEs provide a great deal
of employment and are at the

forefront of business innovation. It
is imperative that the Labour party
engages with and listens to these
groups when considering policy,
thereby harnessing their innovative
spirit of and strengthening our
policies towards creating a fairer
and more prosperous society.”

“ From the hairdressers, restaurants
and corner shops which are part of
our everyday lives to the exciting
new tech start-ups and small online
microbusinesses SMEs are the
backbone of the British economy.

those who work in - and run - small
and medium enterprise. That’s why
SME for Labour is so important
in making sure our Party truly
understands how the real working
world is changing in the new digital
age, and how we can create policies
which can support and help this
important sector flourish”

Iain McNicol

General Secretary of the Labour Party

Diane Abbott

Shadow Home Secretary and MP for
Hackney North and Stoke Newington

If Labour are to win power again
we have to have the support of

Rt Hon Yvette Cooper
MP for Normanton,
Pontefract and Castleford

SME4Labour
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Britain. The Labour party is a movement with
social justice at its heart, and without small
businesses and their help, we will never be
able to create the good society.
Small businesses are the engine which can
ensure that Labour is a living, breathing and
active party, in touch with all the concerns
and lives of communities across our country,
and engaged with the issues of the shop
floor, of management and the board room.

Angela Eagle

Stephen Kinnock

“The dynamism of small and medium sized
businesses is critical to the success of the
UK economy. Representing over 99% of UK
businesses, they provide 60% of private
sector jobs and account for almost 50% of
all private sector turnover. “I would like to
congratulate SME 4 Labour on the vital work
they do to help strengthen relationships
between the Labour Party and SMEs. Labour
must be a champion for SMEs and selfemployed businesses, particularly given
the current economic uncertainty following
Brexit, and future threats to the existing
workforce caused by automation and digital
disruption. “I look forward to working closely
with SME 4 Labour over the year ahead, and
contributing to the debate around the future
of the economy and the workforce in our
changing world.”

“SMEs are the backbone of the backbone
of our economy: employing around half the
private sector workforce, making up 99% of
British businesses, and accounting for over a
third of our national turnover.

MP for Wallasey

MP for Aberavon

Small business-owners and their staff know
the value of hard work as much as anyone
else and Labour must embrace them; placing
them at the heart of our quest to fix our
economy, and build a new kind of growth.
We won’t navigate the uncertainties of Brexit,
rebalance our economy, end our dangerous
reliance upon financial services, close our
trade deficit and spark a manufacturing
renaissance on our own. That is why Labour
must work in partnership with SMEs to build
towards a new kind of growth, and a better

“Small and Medium Enterprises are the
lifeblood of the British economy. In my own
constituency of Leicester South, and across
the country, they are the corner shops that
we rely on, and the start-ups that drive
us forward. The work that SME 4 Labour
does is vital. It’s only by reaching out to the
14.4 million people who work for small and
medium enterprises that Labour will ever

Over the past few years, SME4Labour have
helped connect the party with businesses,
building relationships with Trade Unions, the
workforce and management. This is key if we
are to build a partnership based approach to
rebuilding our economy, our society and our
movement.
Through uncertain times, small businesses
will be there. They will struggle, but with the
resilience that characterises so many, they
will survive. But make no mistake, without
an engaged Labour party, the voice of small
business may be drowned out as we look
for a post-Brexit settlement by that of big
business and the Tory backbenches.
SME 4 Labour play a vital role in making that
happen, and I know they will continue to do
so as we look to ensure a balanced Brexit, a
better Britain and a new kind of growth.“

be returned to Government. Equally, it is
only a Labour Government that can provide
the incentives, assistance and environment
that will allow these companies, as well as to
the people who work for them, to continue
enjoying so much success. I look forward
to working with SME 4 Labour to continue
developing this essential relationship.”

Jonathan Ashworth
MP for Leicester South

“SMEs represent the entrepreneurial
spirit of Britain at its best, making a vital
contribution to the UK. As Britain looks to
a future outside of the European Union,
the role of our home-grown businesses will
become ever more important in supporting
long-term prospects for growth, job
creation and innovation in our economy.

It is essential that SMEs can access the
funding and resources they need to thrive
and perform this role effectively. The work of
SME4Labour provides much-needed support
to help achieve this goal, and I am proud
to play a part in supporting their ongoing
commitment to a valued sector.”

Jonathan Reynolds

MP for Stalybridge and Hyde
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Chuka Umunna

Seema Malhotra

Dan Jarvis

“The UK’s small business are the backbone
of the economy and the beating heart of
our communities. SME 4 Labour provides a
vital forum through which Labour can work
in partnership with SMEs, trade unions and
workers to build effective policy and stronger
relationships with the business community.”

“I would like to congratulate SME 4 Labour
for all the amazing work that they do in
championing small businesses in the
Labour Party. SMEs play a vital role in local
communities in promoting cohesion and
also strongly support the economy. SME 4
Labour provides a powerful voice for business
in shaping Labour policies through the
partnership that it brings, and I wish it all the
very best for the future.”

“99% of the businesses in our country are
small and medium-sized enterprises. Our
economy depends on the success of these
businesses. It is incredibly important that
Labour, the party of work, has a strong
relationship with small business and the
work of SME 4 Labour is vital to foster and
strengthen those relationships.”

MP for Streatham and
former Shadow Secretary of State for
Business, Innovation and Skills

Chi Onwurah

MP Newcastle Upon Tyne Central
“SMEs are vital to our economy, making up
99.2% of all private sector businesses in the
U.K. and employing 14.4 million people. With
such a large portion of the population being
connected to SMEs, it is essential that the
needs of SMEs are met in Parliament. “The
Labour party has long been a supporter
of small and medium size enterprises.
These businesses are active contributors
to our society and directly impact so many
lives in the UK. They are the lifeblood of
the economy, accounting for almost half
of private sector turnover. They are key
innovators and their success is fundamental
to achieving the jobs and growth we all
desperately need to see back in our economy.
“In Government, the Tories have stifled SMEs
with their damaging austerity agenda, taking
demand out of the economy and stripping
the wealth of our communities. SMEs cannot
flourish without the support of Government
– something the Tories have failed to do.
Labour will unite with SMEs to fight for a
healthier economy and I’m grateful for the
work of SME4Labour in connecting small and
medium businesses with our party.”

MP for Feltham and Heston

“It is essential that the Labour Party is a
strong voice for SMEs across Britain as they
contribute to the essential foundation on
which our economic success relies. Over
14 million people are working day in day
out in our SMEs to keep Britain on track on
a road towards prosperity. At this time of
critical uncertainty following the Brexit vote,
it’s important that Labour is ensuring that
the interests of SMEs are at the forefront of
our industrial policy, and not just the voices
of the biggest companies. Having run a
small business myself, I know the challenges
this can bring, and SME 4 Labour is a great
opportunity to be an essential link with
this huge economic community that is the
lifeblood of Britain’s future success.”

MP for Barnsley Central

Geraint Davies MP

Bill Esterson

Jon Cruddas

‘There are 5 million businesses who employ
fewer than 10 people in this country. These
are the backbone of our country and at the
heart of our economy and community and
we want them to do well. The work of SME
4 Labour means that these small business
owners know that we are on their side in the
fight for fairness and decent opportunity.’

“I am incredibly impressed with the work of
SME 4 labour. Its objective is to strengthen
relations between small and medium
enterprises and self-employed businesses
and the Labour Party. It is vital work in the
task at hand to rebuild labour and I very
much look forward to working with them in
the years ahead.”

MP and Shadow Minister
for Business and Enterprise

MP Dagenham and Rainham

SME4Labour
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Lord Kinnock

Lord Harrison

“SMEs are obviously vital to the

“Labour is now the Party
championing small businesses. The
Tories have neglected the problems
of small firms, like sources of
funding, over-regulation and late
payment on commercial debt. It
is time for Labour to take over
and give hope to struggling small
businesses!”

wellbeing of the economy and the
communities which they serve. With
post-Brexit uncertainty and the
pressures that currency instability
impose, it is more essential than
ever for SME4Labour to be active
in efforts to ensure that its Labour
supporters inside and outside
Parliament and local Councils
promote and protect the interests
of SMEs.”

Lord Triesman

Former Minister for Innovation,
Universities and Skills
“No government with a modern
economy can avoid forming a deep
strategic understanding of SMEs. In
part it is because they often create
the innovations and employment
opportunities on which we depend,
in part as indispensable links in the
supply chains of top tier production.
So we had best give them serious
attention or we will end up with a
defective industrial strategy.”

Special Thanks to
Rt Hon Lord
George Robertson

KT GCMG. NED Western Ferries (Clyde)
Ltd and the Royal Edinburgh Military
Tattoo. Former NED with Cable and
Wireless plc, and Weir Group plc.

“Having made the transition
from political high office to the
commercial sector, and now serving
on the Boards of small and medium
sized companies, I can vouch for
their importance and their essential
role in the UK economy. No political
party can ignore the health and
prosperity of this crucial sector
and Labour will naturally make it a
particular priority.”
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Jack Swan

Shanga Salehi

Our Events

Supporting a Fundraising Dinner
with Carwyn Jones, First Secretary of Wales
SME4Labour has actively
engaged with CLP’s and
groups supporting teh
Labour cause throughout
the year. As part of our
work to support our
friends from across
the country, we have
supported a fundraising
dinner with Carwyn Jones.
Tim Roache of GMB and
many other colleagues
were also present at the
dinner.

SME4Labour

11

Our Events

Yvette Cooper at SME4Labour
September 2015 saw
the start of SME 4
Labour’s events with the
organisation’s hosting
Yvette Cooper. MPs,
volunteers and business
owning non-party members
gathered in North London
for a fundraising dinner.
The fundraising dinner
enabled Yvette to speak
out on pressing matters,
such as the refugee crisis
where she criticised the
then Prime Minister David
Cameron for his lack of
action on taking a ‘fair
share’ of refugees. Yvette
Cooper stressed the
importance of small and
medium enterprises for
British economy.
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Book Launch with

Peter Hain

“Back to the Future of Socialism”

October 2015, SME 4 Labour along
with Stephen Kinnock MP held a
discussion with Rt Hon Lord Hain
about life in British politics and the
success of Lord Hain’s book Back to
the Future of Socialism. The book
highlights what the future holds for
the Labour Party and its members

putting forward a profound
alternative to the neo-liberal
economic agenda. Lord Hain is best
known for being a prominent activist
in the anti-apartheid campaign in
South Africa during the 1970s and
for his later role in the Northern
Ireland peace process. Having

served the Labour Party for 50
years and been a cabinet member
under both Tony Blair and Gordon
Brown, Lord Hain is a true advocate
for carrying through the policies
brought in by the Labour Party.

SME4Labour
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Networking Reception

in Parliament

November 2015, saw the
first networking reception for
SME4Labour which led to its
widely anticipated official launch in
Parliament the following January.
Hosted by Bill Esterson MP
(and Shadow Minister for small
businesses), the event was well
attended by 50 MPs and Councillors.
With the queue reaching over 400
individuals. SMEs make up 50% of
the national economy with a majority
of them being Labour-leaning a fact
which only reinforces the need for
SME4Labour.
The event started with an opening
speech from the Co-founder of
SME4Labour, Ibrahim Dogus,
who highlighted what the group
stands for. This was reinforced
with a speech from the Leader of
the Labour Party, Jeremy Corbyn
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where he stated “the formation of
this group, within the labour party,
is a very important step forward”
and that SMEs “need to have equal
access to all the benefits of the
welfare state and business system.

Angela Eagle MP, expressed that a
healthy relationship between the
Labour Party and SMEs is essential
because they “craft our policies
so that we can build a prosperous
economy for the 21st Century”.

Our Events

Sadiq Khan Fundraiser
April 2016, another successful
event held by SME 4 Labour was a
fundraising dinner in partnership
with labour Labour in cities in
support of Sadiq Khan, Labour
candidate for London Mayor.
Attendees had the opportunity to
participate in a raffle and auction
which included some excellent
prizes.
The Mayoral elections could not
have come at a more crucial time
for businesses as the economy
is suffering from uncertainty and
international pressures. With
London being such a cosmopolitan
city, it was vital that a Mayor, who
vows to ease the challenges faced

by businesses (including growing
competition), was elected. Rightly
so, Sadiq Khan won the elections
and has taken office in City Hall to
fulfil the promises in his manifesto.

We, at SME 4 Labour, look forward
to a successful tenure making a
better, fairer, more business friendly
London.

SME4Labour
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Meeting between Emily Thornberry MP

and SME Owners

April 2016, SME4labour organised
a meeting in Islington between SME
owners and Emily Thornberry MP.
There were SME owners from
various backgrounds who raised
their concerns and other issues
while also advocating for the Labour
Party to become the natural home of
small businesses, and that it should
do more to engage with them.
The key issues raised were lending
to small business, immigration
issues for the workforce,high rents
and business rates.
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SME 4 Labour Policy Roundtable
May 2016, SME4Labour held
its first policy roundtable in May
this year at the Labour Party
headquarters. The meeting room
was full to capacity with small
business owners, start-ups and
freelancers.
It was chaired by Stephen Kinnock
MP and attended by the Shadow
Secretary for Business, Innovation
and Skills, Angela Eagle MP, the
Shadow Minister for Small Business,
Bill Esterson MP and the Shadow
Chief Secretary to the Treasury,
Seema Malhotra MP. Also in
attendance were representatives
from the Cooperative Party and the
Institute for the Self-Employed.
The event was also notable as
Angela Eagle outlined the new
Labour is Listening campaign, which
is introducing new ways of engaging
with the SME community through
social media. SME4Labour applauds
this campaign and looks forward to
continuing to engage with it.

The policies considered
during the event focussed on
the following areas:
• Central and local procurement,
good and bad regulation
• Banking and finance
• Pensions
• Infrastructure and broadband
• Recruitment and retainment
• Skills and training
• Business ethics
• Innovation and empowerment

SME4Labour

17

Our Events

The Next Generation of

Entrepreneurs

November 2016, The event was
chaired by Martin Howe of the
Executive Committee for SME 4
Labour with keynote speakers
Stephen Timms MP for East Ham
and Bill Esterson MP for Sefton
Central at Portcullis House.
Stephen Timms MP began by
praising the work of SME 4
Labour. He stated that the current
government setup does not appear
to support SMEs in the way that
it should, and that is a political
opportunity for Labour. He argued
that the tax system needs to better
reflect the needs of people who set
up businesses for themselves and
that this was an agenda Labour
needs to get right.
Bill Esterson MP agreed that SMEs
provide opportunities for criticism
of government policy, and argued
that on the topic of Brexit, business
confidence is essential for success.
He said that the loss of long-term
foreign investment into the country
will cause increasing problems
over time. He added that the result
with Nissan is a good step, but that
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it is an isolated success with one
company in one part of the country
and that definitely is not the same as
a plan.
He argued that the government
target of creating 3 million
apprenticeships is dangerous
and that a rush to introduce this
scheme will mean that there will
be a loss of quality. He also stated
that projections suggest there will
be a deficit of 0.5m jobs in the
intermediate and advanced-skilled
areas including the construction
sector.

SME4Labour
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Cafe, Bar & Restaurant

Few minutes walk to the Houses of Parliament, the London Eye,
Southbank Centre and the Royal National Theatre.

British Kebab

First of its kind

Birthplace of British Kebab Awards
“YOUNG CHEF OF THE YEAR“

From Mediterranean to Middle Eastern cuisine,
Troia is one of the best premier restaurants among London restaurants.
3F & 3G Belvedere Road, SE1 7GQ • Tel: 020 7633 9309
REVIEW US ON

troiawaterloo@gmail.com
www.troia-restaurant.co.uk
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Chinese for Labour, an affiliated socialist society of the Labour
party was formed in 1999 to promote the interests of Chinese
people in the Labour Party and improve the quality of life of
the Chinese community in Britain. The Chinese community is the
fastest growing non-European ethnic group in the UK.

Chinese for Labour seeks to:
• Increase the recruitment of Chinese people to the Labour Party
• Increase the involvement and representation of Chinese people within
the Labour Party
• Increase Chinese support for the Labour Party at elections.

Membership benefits:
• Receive regular information on all issues affecting the Chinese community
• Financial assistance may be available to potential candidates offering
themselves for election to local, regional, national and European elections
• Participate in formal or informal events with Parliamentarians and
Shadow Ministers

For further details, visit our website, www.chineseforlabour.org
or email us on info@chineseforlabour.org
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We are Community.
The modern union
for a changing world.
We’re pleased to support SME4Labour to help create
a growing economy and a better working world.
Our members come from all industries and walks of life, but they
have one thing in common—they all want to get on at work, and
to do right by their families. We’re helping them reach their goals.
We recognise the world of work has changed so we have changed
too. We still represent workers in traditional industries but we are
reaching out to new members, including self-employed workers,
supporting people in emerging sectors of our changing economy.

Find out more about us
community-tu.org
Email: servicecentre@community-tu.org
Freephone: 0800 389 6332
Twitter: @CommunityUnion
Facebook: CommunityUnion

We are Community. The modern union for a changing world.

COMING
SOON

For enquiries, please contact
on 020 7183 4272

